
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Headteacher… 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Thank you for your ongoing support and patience regarding the traffic flow within the school 
grounds. Transport time is an important part of the school day, both the drop off in the 

morning and the collection in the afternoon. Ensuring the safety of everyone on site, especially 
the children, is of paramount importance.  

Please ensure you adhere to the speed limit of 10mph while in the school grounds. We also 
request that you travel at no more than 20mph on Maple Crescent. There are 3 schools in the 
immediate area, which means more traffic and lots of children crossing the street. We have a 

lot of children and adults that walk to school so please remember to pay close attention to the 
pedestrian crossing. Whether you are a Team 2 or 3 parent using ‘the loop’ or accessing the 
Team 1 car park at transport time, please look for and follow staff members’ directions at all 

times as we are there to ensure we maintain the flow of traffic on and off site and to keep 
everyone safe. 

We ask that all drivers approach the main gates of the school with caution, whether entering 
or exiting the school. Please continue to be courteous and allow vehicles to exit the school 
first, ensuring that you do not stop and obstruct the area around the school gate. Vehicles 

entering the school will sometimes have to wait so it is important that the space outside The 
Vyne School’s back gate is kept clear. Vehicles are not allowed to park in this space during the 

prescribed times.  

The local authority is still planning to return this year in August to complete further work on 
our car park, including new tarmac throughout and possibly a yellow box around our vehicle 

gate to help. 

I will be in touch with more information about the work to be completed nearer the time. 

Hope everyone has a great half term. 

 

Kind regards 

Vicki 
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Parent Community Events 

 

Winter Festival & Disco 

We would like to thank you all for coming along to the 

Winter Festival and Disco. 

The children looked like they had a lovely evening dancing, making 
crafts and following the winter walk to visit Santa’s Grotto. 

Thank you for all of your donations and support, in making this 
event a huge success. 

We were able to raise £280 which will help toward future events. 

 

 

Summer Fayre  

We are delighted to announce that we will be running our Summer 
Fayre again this year! 

We are beginning to plan for this event and are reaching out for 
your help. 

We are looking for donations, this can include toys, books, games, 
unwanted gifts, etc. 

Also, If you would like to lend a helping hand, please email 
enquiries@mapleridge.hants.sch.uk , pop in to the office or call 

01256 323639. 

As always, thank you for your continued generosity and support 

from 

The Maple Ridge Team 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Thursday 26th February 

Parents Evening Team1 & Team 3 

Thursday 5th March 

World Book Day 

Monday 9th March 

Wellbeing Afternoon 

Tuesday 17th March 

Zoo Lab 

Classes Art Galleries 

13:30 – 14:30 

Team1- Tuesday 24th March 

Team2- Thursday 26th March 

Team3- Monday 23rd March 

All parents are welcome to attend- more information to 
follow.  

 

Parent sessions 

Behaviour 

Friday 20th March 10am-12pm & 12.30-14.30pm 

If you would like to attend, Please contact the office to 
enquire about the availability of these sessions. 

 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@mapleridge.hants.sch.uk


 

  

     

 

 

We would like to say a huge thank you for your generosity for making our Food Bank 
collection back in October, a huge success.  

We raised a total of 58kg which is the equivalent to 138 meals. 

 

        

 Parents Evening Team 1 & Team 3 

Parents Evening bookings for Team 1 & Team 3 are now live. You can book your preferred 
appointment time using your Scopay app. 

If you have any question or require your child’s Scopay code to set up an account, please contact the 
school office. 

                                                               



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing at Maple Ridge 

We continue to work toward the Wellbeing Award for Schools and enjoyed a staff training session this half 
term to support our understanding of what wellbeing means. The training gave us a great opportunity to talk 

as a staff team about the challenges and strategies we can use to support wellbeing. 

Last half term the focus of our Wellbeing Afternoon was World Mental Health Day. We enjoyed a ‘Yellow’ 
treasure hunt, having time outside is great for our wellbeing. We also enjoyed a variety of yellow craft 

activities.   

                                                    

0808 164 5504 

Task Force- Help!   

Can you spare a few hours every few weeks, 
to make resources to help our children work 

independently?  

In school we use lots of visuals and PECS symbols 
to encourage our children’s communication skills, 
these take time to prepare and are needed in large 
numbers. We have a few committed parent helpers 
who come in to school regularly to help us make 
up the resources. 

We would love some more volunteers to help 
laminate, cut and assemble visuals and work 
tasks. 

When and Where? Thursday mornings 9.30am-
12pm in Cedar Room at school. If you are 
interested in helping, please let us know by writing 
in your home/school book or telephoning the 
school.  

Tea and biscuits are provided, you can stay for as 
little or as long as you like. 

 

Annual Reviews 

If you have any questions, please contact 
c.pickard@mapleridge.hants.sch.uk 

When we return after February half term, Year 
4 Annual Reviews will begin 

Please try your best to attend for the given 
time slot, with 110 children now at Maple 
Ridge it can be difficult to reschedule the 

appointments.  

We will obviously do our best to 
accommodate you where possible, however, 
if for any reason you are not able to attend 

your rescheduled appointment, this meeting 
will still go ahead. 

 



 

  

 

Imagination Role Play Trip…… 

Team 1 visited the Imagination Play Centre in Camberley, where the children had the 
opportunity to explore different role play spaces. These included: Pirate Ship, Home Corner, 

Vets, Garden, Jungle Room, Supermarket, Dressing Up Area and Ride on Toys. The children did 
an amazing job of being safe on the mini bus and while walking to and from the play centre. 
Everyone also did very well waiting for lunchtime as it was later than our usual school day.

                                    

Purple Oaks Trip…. 

Just before the Christmas break, Team 2 went to Purple Oak sensory room in Andover. 
We enjoyed a range of sensory experiences, including bubble tubes, rocking chairs and 

interactive wall panels. The children practised walking safely through the car park, 
developing their independence skills. The Purple Oak sensory room is available to 

members of the public to book too! Purple Oak Support - Charity for Learning Disabilities 

                                 

https://purpleoaksupport.org/


 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

Just a reminder for everyone that our school Attendance Policy is available on our website. 
This is based on both local and national expectations and guidance.One of the key bits of 

information for parents to be aware of in the DfE document 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf300da44f1c4c23e5bd1b/Working_togethe

r_to_improve_school_attendance_-_August_2024.pdf is the section on granting leaves of 
absence (p.17): 

All schools can grant a leave of absence when a pupil needs to be absent from school with 
permission. All schools are expected to restrict leaves of absence to the specific 

circumstances set out in regulation 11 of the School Attendance (Pupil Registration) 
(England) Regulations 2024 and schools maintained by a local authority and special schools 

not maintained by a local authority must do so.  

All schools can grant a leave of absence for other exceptional circumstances at their 
discretion. In the case of schools maintained by local authorities and special schools not 

maintained by local authorities, it must be requested in advance by a parent who the pupil 
normally lives with. Schools are then expected to consider each application individually taking 

into account the specific facts and circumstances and relevant background context behind 
the request. If a leave of absence is granted, it is for the school to determine the length of the 

time the pupil can be away from school. 

With regard to medical and dental appointments (p.81): 

319. Schools should encourage parents to make appointments out of school hours. Where 
this is not possible, they should get the school’s agreement in advance and the pupil should 

only be out of school for the minimum amount of time necessary for the appointment. 

320. Schools maintained by a local authority and special schools not maintained by a local 
authority can only grant leave of absence for this under regulation 11(11), where an 

application is made in advance by a parent the pupil normally lives with (or the pupil if they 
will be over compulsory school age by the time of the absence), and the school is satisfied 
that, based on the individual facts of the case, there are exceptional circumstances which 

justify the leave. 

We are a local authority maintained special school and are required to follow these 
regulations. At Maple Ridge School, the only person authorised to grant leaves of absence is 

the Headteacher. 

Please make sure that all absence requests are completed on the correct form and sent in to 
school well ahead of the requested date so that the request can be given consideration. 

Exceptional Absence Request Forms are available from the school office. 

Thank you to everyone who is consistently getting the request forms in to school with the 
relevant appointment letters so that your absence request can be given due consideration. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf300da44f1c4c23e5bd1b/Working_together_to_improve_school_attendance_-_August_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf300da44f1c4c23e5bd1b/Working_together_to_improve_school_attendance_-_August_2024.pdf

